CHESTER FILM SOCIETY PRESENTS:

BLACK CAT, WHITE CAT

1998 YUGO-AUS-GER-FRA 123 MINUTES

DIRECTED BY EMIR KUSTURICA

STARRING BAJRAM SEVERDZAN, SRDJAN TODORAVIC

Emir Kusturicaés position in European cinema is
almost unique and completely at odds with what
you might expect from Central European minimalist
bleakness that is the usual fare for foreign arthouse
exhibition. Kusturicads cinema rather embraces an
exuberant joyousness for life T both human and animal
- and his ylms are consequently literally bursting at
the seams with joy, humour and the healthy conpict
that keeps the wheels of life rolling along.

Matko Destanov (Bajram Severdzan) has been known
to operate a few dodgy deals in his time T winning
some, but mostly losing others. Recently things
havendt gone right for him at all and he ynds he needs
the ynancial support of Grga Pitic (Sabri Sulejmani),
the owner of a gravel separation plant, but also a man
of inpuence who is involved in other less legitimate
schemes. Matko needs ynancing in order to be in
on a delivery of a trainload of contraband petrol,
and although Uncle Grga regards him as nothing
more than fia swindler, a hoodlum, a gambler and
a vagabondo, he agrees to help him out, but only
because he is indebted to Matkogs father, who twice
saved his life. Unfortunately Matko also involves a
rather less trustworthy local gangster called Dadan
(Srdjan Todorovic), and inevitably ynds himself in a
bit of a mess.

As well as swindling Matko out of his share of the
deal, Dadan takes advantage of the situation to solve
another problem that has been bothering him. Having
married off two of his sisters, unaffectionately known
as iThe Vampire Bitcho and nApewomano, he needs
to uphold the honour of his family by marrying off
the even more formidable midget of a sister Afdrodita
(Salija Ibraimova), a 25 year old woman fione metre

and a Gillette blade higho known as fiLadybirdo.
Matko has no option but to agree to marry her to his
17 year old son Zare (Florijan Ajdini). But Zare has
set his sights on a gun-toting, rock ond rolling barmaid
Ida (Branka Katic). With her aunt prepared to marry
her off to the gangster Dadan himself, their future
together seems unlikely, until Zareds not-far-off-
being-deceased grandfather Zarije (Zabit Memedov)
throws a spanner in the works and the whole affair has
to be put on ice.

As wedve come to expect from Emir Kusturica,
Black Cat White Cat is a joyous celebration of life,
and everything in the ylm is consequently pumped
up to the max with every single frame of the ylm
literally overpowing and bursting with activity.
While larger-than-life human events go on in the
foreground T stripteases through a yeld of sunpowers,
an operatic singer who can pull nails out of a plank
of wood with her ass, raucous weddings and grenade
juggling - the animal population leap, swarm, gallop,
fornicate and chew their way through wrecks of cars
in the background. Among them are the black cat
and the white cat, the complementary yin and yang
opposites, life and death, good and evil, operating
together for better or worse, in sickness and in health.
There is no more perfect symbol for the all-embracing
nature of existence shown to its fullest and richest in
Kusturicads astonishing ylm. All of this is of course
customarily played out to a lively backbeat of rousing
gypsy-punk dance rhythms. fiMusic! Aggression!o,
shouts Zarets grandfather as he checks out of hospital
accompanied by a band of musicians, and in doing so
he seems to sum up the ethos of the whole yIm.
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